Notes from the WebPA SIG Meeting, July 8th 2010
A smallish but successful meeting was held at Aston University on July 8th 2010. I hope that these notes will be useful to all those who would have liked to have been there! We will try and agree a better date next time.
The meeting began with all attendees introducing themselves and a discussion of why people were there. We also briefly outlined WebPA and answered questions for those newer to the tool.

The new WebPA Resource Pack was circulated – this will also be available to download from the website soon – any feedback on this welcome.

The main discussion of the morning part of the SIG was sharing of good practice – in particular detailed discussion of people’s current or future plans for use of WebPA. The group also began to address some current issues, this was also carried on in the more technical afternoon session.

Things people at the meeting were doing (sorry if I’ve missed anyone!)
· Tim Davis and John Tutchings from Coventry - continuing to use WebPA at Coventry and expand use. 

· Chris Hall from Swansea – just starting a JISC funded project that includes WebPA. Interested in the admin interface and blackboard integration. Disciplines included geography, business, engineering.

· Chris Wood from Cardiff – just starting a JISC funded project that will include getting WebPA off the starting post at Cardiff, beginning in dentistry and engineering.

· Anne from UTS, Australia – interested in how to determine criteria and would welcome examples from more established users.

· Sue Lee from Staffordshire – interested in development of the admin interface

· Sue Ford from SHU – wanting to give project group members individual marks in art and design and software engineering. A desire for integration with Blackboard.
Code Development

As agreed at the last meeting, a small JISCMAIL survey was run to gauge the priorities for code development. Although it was generally agreed that the survey tool wasn’t the easiest to use, it served its purpose. The attendees at the meeting discussed the results and agreed the following priorities (with some extras!):

High priority – needs to be done
· Integration with existing VLEs – perhaps to be addressed by the Edinburgh project?

· Importing groups – addressed through the Australian code in the latest release?

· Improving the admin interface, especially being able to configure authentication.

· Some way of automatically collating text feedback for each student – Nic to confirm exactly what the new release does here
Medium priority – would be really useful
· Changing groups AFTER the assessment has been made live and an unrelated submission has been made.

· Export Groups
· Set a % mark weighting for a criteria

Low priority

· Ability to exclude individual groups from the moderation process
· A single click option to download all reports simultaneously
· Sharing of assessments, forms and groups between individual users.
Porting code to MySQL – nic can you comment on this (last comment on survey results)??
Actions

· Nic (maybe with help from Paul) to put something on list and sourceforge of exactly what is new in the latest release and what else needs to be downloaded.

· Fiona to email Lawrie Phipps to check no other WebPA related JISC projects. (DONE)
· Those present to discuss opportunities for sharing of technical development through an online meeting (SEE SEPARATE JISCMAIL MESSAGE 8/7/10)
· We were unable to agree on the meaning of Qu4 (report for each group which gives a total score for each person) – Paul Chin to clarify?

Date of Next Meeting
· To be agreed through the JISCMAIL list. Suggestion is a Wed afternoon at Coventry in October. – how about 3 Nov 2010?
